The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on September 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. with Larck, Atkinson,  Knott and Evert present.  Erickson was absent.  Tim of H&H Coatings and Brian Julius of Moore Engineering were also present at the meeting along with Bob Stevens and one other guest.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion by Evert and second by Knott to approve the August minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $87.50; Inter-Community Telephone - $89.58; Farm Plan - $389.90; Payroll Taxes - $117.10; Otter Tail Power Co. - $654.63;  New Century Press - $54.18; Judy Johnson - $188.81; Best Buy - $699.97; ND League of Cities - $115.00; Jurgen Suhr - $150.00; Ihry Insurance - $1,440.00.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,201.50;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Payroll Taxes - $234.60;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $157.36; Cass Rural Water Users - $2,598.75; Ferguson Water Works - $195.15; Cass County Reporter - $132.00; ND One Call - $10.40; Arthur Companies - $552.00; ND Dept. of Health Services (Lab) - $327.21; Ohnstad Twichell (Water Tower Project) - $500.00.
Motion by Knott and second by Evert to approve Auditor's Report and to pay the bills presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
A resident of Page was present at the meeting to complain about the extremely dirty water he has been getting at his residence.  He stated that he will be calling the State and sending in a water sample.  The Council discussed the situation with him stating that no other complaints have been received but would definitely look into the problem at his location.  As the water tower is not in use at the present time due to renovations, the hydrants cannot be flushed at this time.  Once the project is complete, hydrants will all be flushed and hopefully this will resolve the problem.  The resident stated that he would appreciate the City’s assistance and hopes this problem can be resolved soon.
The Deputy was not present at the meeting for a report.

Larck stated that he has spoken with the City Attorney and the condemnation process on the building located at Morton Avenue and 2nd Street has just been started.

The Water Tower Project was discussed.  H & H Coatings is making good process and providing weather holds out, the project will be completed within the time frame established.  Brian Julius of Moore Engineering stated that some problems have been uncovered during the work on the water tower and should be addressed.  These will be covered under “Contingencies” but a Change Order will have to be completed and approved by the Council.  The following items and estimates are as follows:
1) Crossover pipe - $4,200.00

2) Frost jacket repair and insulation - $600.00

3) Installation of ball valve at base of stand pipe - $200.00

4) Flow Switch with light and audible horn - $1,500.00

A logo and different font for the City’s name on the water tower was also discussed.  It was suggested that we try to match the font of the Welcome to Page signs located at the two entrances to the city.  The estimated cost for this project would be $2,800.00.   The Council decided that the cost of this would be too high.

Motion by Evert and second by Knott to approve the Change Order for $6500.00 for the four items listed above contingent on State approval.  Motion carried unanimously.

Brian of Moore Engineering announced that USDA has approved the Sewer Rehabilitation Project Phase 1 with a grant for $216,000 and loan for $266,000.   Phase 1 will consist of about 12-13 blocks along with lagoon repairs.  The project would most likely start in May of 2012.   Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to go forward with this project.  Motion carried unanimously.

Julius stated that the Engineering Contract will be redone with fees adjusted down accordingly as only one-third of the original project will be done at this time.  

Motion by Knott and second by Evert to pass a Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Auditor to execute loan and/or grant documents regarding this project.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to pass a Resolution creating the Sanitary Sewer System Improvement District 2010-1.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Atkinson and second by Evert to pass a Resolution authorizing Brian Julius of Moore Engineering to prepare the Preliminary Engineer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Evert and second by Knott to pass a Resolution approving the Engineering Report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Atkinson and second by Knott to pass a Resolution authorizing Engineer to prepare detailed plans and specs for the project for bidding purposes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Julius stated that he would like to see the bidding set up for early December.

Motion by Evert and second by Knott to pass a Resolution authorizing Mayor and City Auditor to execute loan documents for the purchase of city pick-up in the amount of $11,500.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Council also agreed that a sign should be ordered for the pickup and lights placed on top.  Atkinson stated he would look into this.

The Preliminary Budget meeting has been scheduled for Monday, October 3rd at 6:00 pm.

Larck announced the hiring of Kelvin Mack of Page for the Public Works and City Maintenance position.  He will start on September 19th.  Bob Stevens has agreed to spend some time with him in order to train him in some areas and will also be available by phone if there are any questions.  

The Council thanked Bob Stevens for his 17 years of service to the City.

The Council okayed a request to store an RV at the RV Park for the winter months.  The RV is disconnected from services and has been winterized.

A resident is complaining about a concrete wall being built on a neighboring lot.  He is worried this may create drainage problems for his lot.  The Council agreed to keep an eye on this to see if any problems develop.

An increase in water rates was tabled to a future meeting.
Motion by Evert and second by Knott to retain Frank Klein of Cass County as the City’s assessor.  Motion carried unanimously.

Past due water bills were discussed and shut-off notices will be sent to three accounts.  
There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular council meeting will be Monday, October 10, 2011 at 6:00 pm.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
