The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on September 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. with Heidorn, Bankers and Nitschke present and also Erickson present per phone.  Deputy Mortenson and five other guests were also present.  Acting Mayor Heidorn opened the meeting.
Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to approve the August minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $97.73; Waste Management (Park) - $92.57; Inter-Community Telephone - $53.13; John Deere Financial - $52.98; Payroll Taxes - $96.37; Otter Tail Power Co. - $782.42; Teresa Heidorn (Labor) - $505.00; Cass County Reporter - $312.40; Ihry Insurance - $2,213.00; ERCU Visa - $580.67 (Menards - $88.86; Mac’s - $44.60; Office Depot - $145.96; Post Office - $301.25).  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,315.80;  Otter Tail Power Company – $69.71; Cass Rural Water Users - $3,271.45; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance) - $1,508.75; Payroll Taxes - $97.77;  City of Fargo - $14.00; ND One Call - $1.00; ND Chemistry Lab - $223.63;  ERCU Visa - $24.45 (Post Office).  Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
The following items were discussed:
1) Deputy Mortenson presented his report. There were 4 calls for service.
2) Justin Hall of Moore Engineering was not present at the meeting but submitted an agenda by email giving an update on the current Street Improvement Project and the Water & Sewer Improvement Project.  Substantial completion inspection was held with Contractor, Engineer and Acting Mayor Heidorn on August 17, 2017 and a punchlist was prepared.  The punchlist was reviewed and no additional items were added by the Council.  “Final” Certificate of Substantial Completion along with Punchlist no. 4 was approved unanimously by Council with motion by Bankers and second by Nitschke and Acting Mayor Heidorn was directed to sign such and return to Moore Engineering. 

Contractor’s application for payment #6 – Bituminous Paving - $11,668.50.  Motion by Bankers and second by Nitschke to approve payment to Bituminous Paving in the amount of $11,668.50.  Motion carried unanimously.  Should be ready for Final Payment by September 22nd.  Engineer to hold a final inspection with Contractor prior to this date and also all punchlist items should be completed prior to this date.
Moore Engineering Invoice #16484 in the amount of $8,257.57.  Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to approve payment of Invoice #16484 to Moore Engineering in the amount of $8,257.57.  Motion carried unanimously.

Ohnstad Twichell Invoice #160085 in the amount of $1,733.72 for Water & Sewer Improvement District No. 2016-2.  Motion by Bankers and second by Nitschke to approve payment of Ohnstad Twichell Invoice #160085 in the amount of $1,733.72.  Motion approved unanimously.  Ohnstad Twichell Invoice #151779 in the amount of $2,450.12 for Street Improvement District No. 2016-1.  Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to approve payment of Ohnstad Twichell Invoice #151779 in the amount of $2,450.12.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Public Hearing on Street Assessments was unable to be held this evening as the proper advertising of the meeting was not done.  Upon discussion, the City Council scheduled this Public Hearing to be held at the October City Council Meeting on Monday, October 9th at 7:00 A.M.
3) An email was received from Aaron Johnson, Environmental Health Practitioner at Fargo Cass Public Health updating the Council on public health nuisances. Two more letters were sent out and additional letters were sent to those that had not corrected the problems in previous notices.
4) Various ordinances were discussed including Public Health Nuisances, parking, fireworks, curfew, etc. 
Bankers and Nitschke have been working on updating the City ordinances.  1st and 2nd readings of updated ordinances will be held as soon as completed and reviewed by City Attorney.

5) Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to adopt a Winter Parking Restriction.  Signs will be posted that read “NO ON-STREET PARKING NOV. 1 – APRIL 15.  VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED AT OWNER’S EXPENSE”. Motion carried unanimously.
6) A resident was present at the meeting to discuss an addition he would like to build onto his present garage for storage, etc.  Possible rezoning was also discussed.  A building permit application will be sent to the resident and upon completion further discussion will be held regarding this and zoning ordinances will be reviewed with City Attorney.
7) Motion was made by Nitschke to approve Resolution amending property description on Resolution previously adopted on vacating of Alley in Block 5 of the Original Plat of the City of Page.  Motion was    seconded by Erickson (per phone).  Motion was carried unanimously with Bankers abstaining.  
8) Bankers questioned the Auditor about use of City paper, etc. for Community Club projects.  The Auditor stated the any posters or mailings for the Community Club and/or Theater are done at her own expense using her own (or business) paper, stamps, printer, etc. This is her (and her business) contribution to the Community Club.    

9) A Rental Agreement for the City Auditorium was presented to the Council by Nitschke for the Council’s review and approval.  Rental fees and terms of the Agreement were approved by the Council.  The “Equal Opportunity statement” required by USDA will be added to bottom of agreement.  Motion by Bankers and second by Nitschke to approve Auditorium Rental Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously. 
10) Discussion was had on the Council seat vacancy created by the resignation of Mayor Larck and the election of Council President Heidorn as Acting Mayor.  As there are many issues coming before the Council in the months ahead it was decided that a full Council is needed.  Arnold Bankers was nominated by Nitschke to be appointed to the City Council to fill this seat until June 2018 elections.  Motion was made by Nitschke to appoint Arnold Bankers to Council and motion was seconded by Erickson (per phone).  Motion carried unanimously with Council Member Julie Bankers abstaining.
11) The hiring of a Municipal Judge was discussed.  More information will be gathered regarding this and discussed at the next meeting.  Contracting with Cass County Sheriff’s office for a Police Officer was also discussed.  Tabled until further information and cost involved can be obtained.   
12) A request has been made by a property owner for the vacation of an alley located near apartment complex on 1st Street.  The auditor will assist in getting proper paperwork started in this matter.

13) The Final 2018 Annual Budgets for the City of Page and Page Park District were reviewed and approved by the City Council.  Motion by Bankers and second by Nitschke to adopt the 2018 Final Annual Budget for the City of Page.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to adopt the 2018 Final Annual Budget for the Page Park District.  Motion carried unanimously.
14) The need for a City Office was again discussed.  If a City Shop could be built or bought for the City in order to get all equipment inside which would be beneficial in keeping such equipment in proper running condition, the Auditorium garage could be remodeled for a City Office.  Financing options will be investigated for this option.
15) A semi is still being parked on a residential street.  A letter will be sent to the resident immediately.

16) Garbage rates and recycling was discussed.  The auditor will request a copy of the Waste Management agreement to review rates and will also get further information from other vendors.
17) It was decided that fixing the current Streetsweeper would be more cost effective than buying another used one.  
18) A request from an individual was received by the Council to fix tires on a trailer owned by such individual which holds a water tank for the purpose of watering trees.  The request was not approved at this time.
19) Page Township will be doing some graveling on their roads.  An agreement was made for them to get additional gravel in order to gravel the city’s portion (about ½ mile) of Argus Avenue heading north out of town.  The City will be billed directly for this gravel.
20) Correspondence was reviewed.  No action taken.
21) Past Due water bills were reviewed.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, October 9, 2017 at 7:00 a.m. The Public Hearing on Street Assessments will be held at the beginning of the Council Meeting.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
