The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on May 9, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. with Larck, Atkinson, Knott and Evert present.    Erickson was absent.  Bob Stevens, Deputy Giddings, Brian Julius of Moore Engineering and Amber Schaan of Lake Agassiz Regional Council and two other guests were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
The Public Hearing on the Water Tower Project was opened at 6:00 pm to obtain citizen views and to respond to questions pertaining to the application for a Community Development Block Grant through Lake Agassiz.  As there were no residents present besides the Council and no questions were raised, the hearing was closed.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $82.78; Inter-Community Telephone - $89.61; Farm Plan - $862.78;  Bob Stevens - $93.50; Quality Bank - $131.70; Otter Tail Power Co. - $843.96; Boiler Inspection Program - $60.00; New Century Press - $227.16.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,201.50;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Quality Bank - $258.60;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $207.33; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,785.00; Ferguson Water Works - $216.41; City of West Fargo - $280.00.
Motion by Atkinson and second by Knott to approve Auditor's Report and to pay the bills presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
The recent boiler inspection indicated that repairs are necessary.  A new 2” blow down valve is required and new piping from the blow down valve to the drain.  The piping must be black iron.  The repairs need to be down within thirty days.  A re-inspection may be made to verify the repairs.  Stevens stated these repairs can be very soon and cost should not be too high.  

Deputy Giddings gave his report.  He stated that the flood is officially over.  There were two calls in town due to loud parties but otherwise has been quiet this last month.
The Auditor reminded the Council that clean-up week is this week.

The Renaissance Zone discussion was tabled till next month.

The owner of the building possibly being considered for condemnation will not meet with representatives of the City and Page Development Corporation.    It has been noticed that some effort has been made by the owner to clean up the property, but the Council has decided that they would still like to have an exterior inspection done.  Brian Julius of Moore Engineering stated he would talk with their building inspector and get this scheduled.

Brian Julius of Moore Engineering reported that the Rural Development budget has been approved in Congress and we should know by the end of May if there will any funds available for Sewer Rehabilitation Project.  The Plans are complete for the Water Tower Project.  Motion by Knott and second by Evert to approve the plans and specs for Water Tower Project.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Evert and second by Knott authorizing Moore Engineering to advertise this project for bids.  Motion carried unanimously.  The project is expected to start about the middle of July and should be completed before school starts.  It is hoped to have bids in before the June Council meeting.  

Motion by Knott and second by Evert to designate the Steele County Press as the City’s official newspaper.

A discussion was had on whether or not the alley to the north of the Funeral Home has been vacated.  This will be looked into and discussed at a later meeting.

Atkinson stated that the Parks new playground equipment is expected to be installed on May 17th.  He also stated that some Park Board Members have incurred some expenses including mileage and asked if they could be reimbursed for mileage and other expenses.  The Council stated that the Park Board should meet and expenses should be presented and paid by the Park District.

Larck stated that Robert Stevens has presented his resignation effective September 1, 2011.  The Council stated that a job description should be developed and the job posted with Job Service, newspapers and website, etc. as soon as possible.   A water and sewer certification should be required although this could be done after hiring.

Draining of the Lagoon was discussed.  Knott will talk to surrounding landowners about any concerns they may have.  

It was decided that the City Landfill will be open on the first and third Thursdays of each month from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  If this is not convenient for some, they may call Stevens or the Auditor for an appointment.

Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to pass a Resolution to change the City Council meeting date to the second Monday of each month.  Time to remain at 6:00 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.

Larck stated that a letter has been received from Cass County regarding County Redistricting Board.  No action taken.

The Council authorized Stevens to purchase a new weed eater at a cost of approximately $190.00.

Stevens stated that thirteen water meters are needed to get all homes and businesses updated.  They are usually put on when needed.  Council authorized Stevens to purchase two to have on hand.  He also stated that extensive repairs need to be done on May Avenue by Page Oil.

It was suggested that a notice should be posted regarding the proper use of 4-wheelers in the City limits.  Recreational use is not allowed.  Speed limits and other traffic rules must also be followed.

Past due water bills were discussed.  Shut off notices will be sent to four accounts.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular council meeting will be Monday, June 13, 2011 at 6:00 pm.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
