The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on March 12, 2018 at 7:00 a.m. with Jim Heidorn, Julie Bankers, Arnie Bankers and Matthew Erickson present.  Natalie Nitschke was absent. Mayor Heidorn opened the meeting.
Motion by J. Bankers and second by A. Bankers to approve the February minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $91.00; Inter-Community Telephone - $53.36; John Deere Financial - $539.75; Payroll Taxes - $91.80; Otter Tail Power Co. - $1,136.76;  City Auditor - $1,050.00 (Monthly salary);  Cass County Reporter - $315.90; Ohnstad Twichell (Ordinances) - $1,500.00; Teresa Heidorn (February labor) - $150.00; ERCU Visa - $652.97 (Menards - $345.73; O’Reilly Auto Parts – $89.84; Office Depot - $94.04; Fleet Farm - $123.36).  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,173.15; Otter Tail Power Company – $506.85; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,663.03; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance) - $1,668.50; Payroll Taxes - $137.20; City of Fargo - $14.00; Judy Johnson (W&S Labor) - $125.00; ERCU Visa - $78.76 (Post Office - $24.70; Office Depot - $54.06.  HIGHWAY TAX FUND:  CLM Services (Snow removal) - $605.00.  REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE – SEWER:  Jet-Way - $780.00.  The Auditor stated that the Street Improvement CD came due on March 11th and the CD was cashed and placed in the Street Improvement Saving Account.  The 2017 Financial Audit was presented to the Council for their review.  This was mailed to the North Dakota State Auditor.  Motion by Erickson and second by A. Bankers to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
The following items were discussed:
1) Deputy Rufat Agayev was unable to attend today’s meeting due to training.  Dates for “Coca with a Deputy” was discussed.  The Auditor will check with the Café and with Deputy Agayev as to whether March 22nd or March 29th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm would work for this event.  It was decided if these dates do not work, “Coca with a Deputy” will be postponed until fall.  
2) City Office:  Warren Construction’s final bill in the amount of $4,010.43 was reviewed.  After discussion, the Council was satisfied with the total cost of $24,010.43 which was $4,783.67 over the original estimate.  The addition of the door going into the auditorium represented over half of that amount as there was additional labor, etc. to cut through concrete.  Additional insulation and some other minor changes added up to the rest of the estimate overage.  Motion by J. Bankers and second by Erickson to approve and pay the final bill in the amount of $4,010.43 to Warren Construction.  Motion carried unanimously.
DB Electric emailed the Auditor an estimate of his final bill in the amount of $1,469.00.  He will be finishing up either later today or tomorrow and will send his final bill next week.  The original estimate for the electrician was between $4,010.00 and $5,510.00.  Total paid to electrician with this estimate of his final bill will be $4,969.00.  Motion by A. Bankers and second by Erickson to approve and pay the final bill to DB Electric in the amount of $1,469.00.  Motion carried unanimously.
An invoice from Tim’s Plumbing in the amount of $1,241.00 for plumbing work done in the City Office was reviewed.  After discussion, a motion was made by Erickson and second by J. Bankers to approve payment in the amount of $1,241.00 to Tim’s Plumbing. Motion carried unanimously.

A physical address for the City Office was discussed.  As there is not a number available on 4th Street for that location, the following address was approved by the Council:  131 Morton Avenue, Suite A.

A ramp to the front door of the City Office was also discussed to make the City Office accessible to those in wheelchairs, scooters, etc.  A railing on the west side was also discussed.  Erickson will discuss with EEE, Inc. to get an estimate of cost and tentative date when it can be done.  Door closures were also discussed and the possibility of putting on a handicap accessible door opener.  A discussion was had on rekeying the Office doors with “do not duplicate” keys and also adding deadbolts to the two back doors of the auditorium in order to make the Auditorium and City Office more secure. Motion by A. Bankers and second by J. Bankers to have the Auditor contact Curt’s Lock & Key to have the rekeying and additional deadbolts done and also to get an estimate from Curt’s Lock & Key for door closure and making the City Office door handicap accessible.  Motion carried unanimously. 
3) Recycling Survey: 85 survey letters were sent out in February.  There were 37 responses.  Results are as follows:  10 Yes (for recycling) and 27 No (no recycling).  As the majority of the responses were against adding recycling to our garbage service it will not be done at this time.
4) The Renaissance Zone was again discussed.  The Auditor let the Council know where to obtain further information on adding a Renaissance Zone and its benefits.  The Council will review this information and discuss again at a later meeting.
5) The updated Ordinances approved and adopted at the January meeting were received from Ohnstad Twichell and will be added to the Ordinance Book. A copy will also be available on the City of Page website soon.
6) An updated Emergency Response Plan and Vulnerability Assessment for the Wastewater System has been completed with the assistance of Midwest Assistance Program as required by USDA.  This was reviewed with the Council.  A copy of this will be located at the City Office and the City Shop.  Midwest Assistance Program will also be assisting the City in preparing an updated Emergency Response Plan and Vulnerability Assessment for the Water System as soon possible.  
7) A letter was received from Midwest Assistance Program requesting the completion of a “Rural Community Needs Survey”.  The Auditor completed this survey with the assistance of the Council and will return the survey to MAP.

8) A letter and certificate was received from the North Dakota Department of Health stating that “in 2017 the City of Page satisfied all applicable Safe Drinking Water Act requirements and the City of Page is commended for this accomplishment from which their consumers benefitted.”  
9) A contract from the State Department of Health was received for laboratory services.  Motion by A. Bankers and second by Erickson approving the Contract and advising Mayor Heidorn to sign the Contract and return to the State.  Motion carried unanimously.
10) A list of properties delinquent in property taxes was reviewed.  One property may be coming back to the City this fall.  A copy of a County Deed dated January 17, 1968 was also discussed which deeded some property to the City from the County.  This property is located on the edge of town currently being farmed by local farmer.  The City is paying special assessments on this property for which it is not receiving any benefits.  This will be investigated further to determine what action needs to be taken.
11) Correspondence was reviewed.  A notice from Cass Rural Water Users District for the Annual Meeting on March 26th was received.  A proxy will be returned to them appointing Director Toby McPherson to service as the City’s proxy for this meeting.  A letter was also received from AirBorne Spraying – no action taken.

12) Past due water and sewer bills were discussed.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, April 9, 2018 at 7:00 a.m. The Tax Equalization Meeting will be held at 8:00 a.m. following the Council Meeting.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
