The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on March 12, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. with Larck, Evert, Knott and Erickson present.  Atkinson was absent.  Kyle Meyer of Moore Engineering, Rod Lindberg of Northern Excavating, Kelvin Mack and Deputy Chad Thompson were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion by Evert and second by Knott to approve February minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $86.21; Inter-Community Telephone - $49.65; Farm Plan - $1,284.20; Payroll Taxes - $169.00; Otter Tail Power Co. - $735.78;  Workforce Safety & Insurance - $687.72; Judy Johnson - $4.60; Office of State Auditor - $200.00; Boiler Inspection Program - $40.00.   WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,243.33;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Payroll Taxes - $513.76;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $265.53; Cass Rural Water Users - $1243.33; Cass County Reporter - $291.51; SGC Horizon - $316.75; ND One Call - $1.30; Northwest Pipe - $21.16; Seminar Expenses - $210.06; ESupply Depot - $26.76; Menards - $64.59.
The boiler inspection showed a pipe that is leaking and it was recommended this be repaired.  This work will be done as soon as possible.
Deputy Thompson gave his monthly report.  He stated that there were only two calls for service last month; one on an animal complaint (dogs running loose) and the other a medical call.  He also stated that he is in the process of developing a master list of all key holders for all Page businesses so if a problem is discovered during their rounds they would have someone to call.

Kyle Meyer updated the Council on the Sewer Rehabilitation project.  On Thursday, February 23rd the bids were read for the project.  At that time a bid submitted by Northern Excavating Company was not opened as there was informality in their paperwork.  On their ND Contractors license the word “Company” is abbreviated as Co. and on their Bidders Bond the word “Company” is spelled out in full.  The other bids were reviewed by Moore Engineering and a low bid was determined.  A letter was received from Northern Excavating asking that the Council waive the informality of their paperwork and open their bid.  This was reviewed by City Attorney John Shockley and he recommended that the bid be opened.  Motion by Evert and second by Erickson to waive the informality in the paperwork presented with Northern Excavating’s bid and to open and read the bid.  Motion carried unanimously.  Kyle Meyer opened and read the bid.  The bid of $313,688.40 by Northern Excavating was determined to be the lowest of the seven bids received and Meyer recommended that Northern Excavating be awarded the contract.  After discussion, a motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Knott to award the contract for the Sewer Rehabilitation Project to Northern Excavating Company contingent upon the review of the numbers by Moore Engineering and also approval of Rural Development.  Motion carried unanimously.  A Pre-Construction meeting will be set up in the next few weeks.
The following invoices were presented by Meyer to be approved by the Council so a request for payment can be submitted to Rural Development:
(1) Ohnstad Twichell in the amount of $3,037.44 for work on bond issues and Ohnstad Twichell in the amount of $2,000.00 for work on bond resolution.  Motion by Evert and second by Knott to approve payment of these two invoices.  Motion carried unanimously.

(2) Moore Engineering in the amount of $2,000.00 for preliminary engineering services.  Motion by Knott and second by Erickson to approve payment of this invoice.  Motion carried unanimously.
An agreement has been made with EEE, Inc. for any debris from the Lagoon work to go to EEE for their use.

Larck stated that there are no updates as yet on the building condemnation issue.

A resident has asked the Council to look into the lots abutting his property as he may be interested in acquiring them if possible.  The auditor stated that there are four small undeveloped lots that border this resident’s property that are owned by the City.  These lots would not be practical to sell on their own due to their size and location.  Upon discussion, a motion was made by Erickson and second by Evert to deed the property to this resident for cost of expenses relating to the transfer.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Auditor stated that the Tax Equalization Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 10th at 6:00 pm at the Page City Auditorium.  Motion by Evert and second by Erickson to move the Page City Council Meeting from Monday, April 9th to Tuesday, April 10th following the Tax Equalization Meeting.  The time would be approximately 6:30 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.

Erickson stated that on Saturday morning, March 24th, the Page Fire Department will be having a controlled burn on the house located on the corner of Argus Avenue and 3rd Street.

Correspondence was reviewed.

Past due water bills were reviewed and it was determined that two shut off notices will be sent out.

The Auditor stated that the deadline for filing to have a candidate’s name printed on the ballot is April 13, 2012 at 4 pm.  The City offices up for election are the positions of Mayor and two City Council Members.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular council meeting will be Tuesday, April 10, 2012, at approximately 6:30 pm.  The Tax Equalization Meeting will be held at 6:00 pm.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
