The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on January 11, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. with Larck, Knott, Dahl, and Heidorn present.  Erickson was absent.  Justin Hall and Brandon Oye of Moore Engineering, Sarah Wear of Ohnstad Twichell Law Firm and Deputy Nitschke were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Approval of previous month’s minutes was postponed until next meeting.
The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $94.19; Inter-Community Telephone - $52.05; John Deere Financial (formerly Farm Plan) - $518.28; Payroll Taxes - $191.17; Otter Tail Power Co. - $950.06; Cass County Reporter - $59.84; New Century Press - $39.05;  Teresa Heidorn (December labor) - $78.00; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance, etc.) - $1,260.25;  Justin Dahl (Labor –Snow Removal) - $97.63; Galesburg Elevator - $372.94; ERCU Visa - $38.39. WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,263.95; City of Fargo - $14.00;  Otter Tail Power Company – $154.40; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,610.00; ND Sewage Pump & Lift Station Service Co. - $300.00; ND Dept. of Health Laboratory Services - $223.63; ERCU Visa (office supplies & postage) - $230.49.  HIGHWAY TAX FUND:  CLM Services (Snow Removal) - $995.00.  Motion by Knott and second by Dahl to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Nitschke presented his report. There were two calls for service.  He also announced that the Sheriff’s Department has hired two new patrol positions.
Moore Engineering Report:
1) The gate valve issue near the Concession stand has been isolated and turned off.  This will be addressed by the Contractor in the spring.

2) Street Improvements discussed.  A revised improvement district boundary map was presented to the Council with the changes discussed at prior meeting.  Increasing the sales tax to cover a portion of the street improvements was also discussed.  Sarah Wear of Ohnstad Twichell will assist in this matter.  The Public Informational Meeting will be held on January 14, 2016 at 7:00 pm and the Protest Hearing will be held on January 25, 2016 at 7:00 pm.
3) Current Engineering Fees are at $18,535.00

Heidorn stated that there are 5 gate valves that need to be repaired or replaced.  This information should be included at the Public Meeting to be included in the Street project.
An application was received for the Public Works position.  The application was reviewed by the Council and an email will be sent to the applicant that hiring for this position is currently on hold and his application will be reviewed again when it is decided to re-open the position.  Discussion of contracting a water operator was also discussed.  Further discussion was tabled for a later meeting.

There was a water break located on 5th Street between Argus Avenue and JB James Avenue on Saturday, January 9th.  This was discovered at approximately 6 pm Saturday evening.  Heidorn isolated the area as much as possible that night and on Sunday morning with the assistance of Petersen Construction located other areas to slow down leak until repairs can be completed today by Petersen Construction.  

Designation of depositories of public funds was discussed.  Motion by Dahl and second by Heidorn to designate Quality Bank of Page as main depository of public funds with a General Funds Savings account and Repair & Maintenance Savings Accounts for Water and Sewer located at Elm River Credit Union of Page.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Auditor announced that this is election year and candidates for the position of Mayor and two council seats may begin collecting petition signatures.

Past Due water and sewer bills were reviewed.  Eleven (11) disconnect notices will be sent out on 1/13/16.

At 8:00 a.m. Mitch Calkins of Lake Agassiz arrived.  The City Council Meeting was temporarily adjourned and Mayor Larck opened the Public Hearing to receive any comments and to respond to any questions concerning the City’s Community Development Block Grants for the Page Manor Housing Rehabilitation Project and the Water and Storm Sewer Upgrade project.  As there was no one present to comment or have any questions on either project, the following motions were made.
1) Motion by Knott and second by Dahl to close out the Grant on the Water and Storm Sewer Upgrade Project.  Motion carried unanimously.

2) Motion by Heidorn and second by Knott to close out the Grant on the Page Manor Housing Rehabilitation Project.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Public Hearing was adjourned and City Council Meeting was reconvened at 8:10 a.m.  

Further discussion was had on past due water and sewer bills.  A letter needs to be sent to one account requesting payment of the $200.00 meter fee and a letter needs to be sent to another account requesting the removal of items which are obstructing the curb stop.  This account will also be warned if the curb stop needs to be accessed at that location, removal of these items or any damage to the items during removal will be at their cost.
The Auditor presented the 2015 Financial Statement to the Council for their review.  This will be placed in the City newsletter and also in the Cass County Reporter.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, February 8, 2015 at 7:00 a.m.  
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
