The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on December 12, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. with Larck, Heidorn, Erickson and Bankers present.   Knott was absent.  Justin Hall of Moore Engineering was also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion by Bankers and second by Heidorn to approve the October and November minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $95.02; Inter-Community Telephone - $52.57; John Deere Financial - $1,239.52; Payroll Taxes - $269.10; Otter Tail Power Co. - $762.93; Mayor & Council Members - $2,467.50; M&M Grocery - $35.98; Cass County Gov’t - $1,992.80; ERCU Visa - $212.35. WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,278.82;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Otter Tail Power Company – $89.80; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,722.00; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance) - $1,588.63; Judy Johnson (Labor) - $375.00; Payroll Taxes - $150.23; ND One Call - $15.10; ND Sewage Pump & Lift Station Service Co. - $300.00; NDRWSA (Membership Dues) - $230.00; ERCU Visa - $6.80.  HIGHWAY TAX FUND:  Dakota Fluid Power Co. (Road Grader repairs) - $831.80.  Motion by Heidorn and second by Erickson to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

The following items were discussed: 
1. Justin Hall of Moore Engineering gave an update on the Street Improvement and Water & Sewer Improvement projects.  All gate valves were completed a couple weeks ago.  Contractor’s application for payment No. 1 was presented for payment in the amount of $112,569.35. At the pre-construction meeting the Contractor had asked if the retainage could be lowered to 2 ½ or 5%.  After discussion it was agreed to leave retainage at 10% as that what the contract states and it is the normal retainage for these projects.  It was decided at the Special City Council Meeting on October 24 to pay the initial costs of the project from the Street Improvement Fund to avoid bonding until spring.  Upon discussion it was decided to request a short term loan from Quality Bank to make the payment of $112,569.35 to Bituminous Paving, Inc. using the Street Improvement Fund as collateral.  Motion by Erickson and second by Bankers to pay Bituminous Paving, Inc. $112,569.35 and to authorize the Mayor and Auditor to get a 6 month loan from Quality Bank in the amount of $112,569.35 using the Street Improvement Fund Savings Account and the Street Improvement Fund CD as collateral for this loan.  Repayment of the loan will be made once bonding has been completed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Hall also presented the Council with the BNSF Railway Permit application.  The fee for this permit is $775.00.  Motion by Heidorn and second by Erickson to authorize the Mayor to complete this application and to pay the fee of $775.00.  Motion carried unanimously.
Total Engineering billed to date is $177,792.96.  Moore Engineering will be paid once the project bonding is completed.  

2. The Auditor stated that a letter from the State Health Department was received stating that the City needs to have a certified Water Operator.  Heidorn will be taking the operator training and testing as soon as possible in order to get this certification.

3. A new culvert is needed along the west side of Hanna Avenue from 6th to 7th Street.  It is approximately 350 feet.  This will be discussed with Moore Engineering to add this to the Street Improvement Project.

4.  Heidorn stated that repairs were recently done to the Road Grader but the Council should be looking for a possible replacement for next winter as he is unsure how much longer the grader will last.  Parts are almost impossible to find.  
5. The Auditor stated that she will be posting a notice about the opening on the Council that will be occurring in a couple months.  At the next meeting the Council should be discussing the appointment of a new Council member to fill this position until elections in the spring of 2018.

6.  Past due water bills were discussed.  6 past due notices and 10 disconnect notices will be sent out on December 14th.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, January 9, 2017 at 7:00 a.m.  
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
