The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on August 8, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. with Larck, Knott, Heidorn, Erickson and Bankers present.  Justin Hall of Moore Engineering and Deputy Nitschke, Deputy Spieker and one other guest were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion by Knott and second by Erickson to approve the July minutes. Motion carried unanimously.
The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $94.79; Waste Management - $88.46; Inter-Community Telephone - $52.61; John Deere Financial - $658.36; Payroll Taxes - $274.08; Otter Tail Power Co. - $738.28; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance, etc.) - $1,526.50; Teresa Heidorn (labor) - $462.00;  Kasowski Gubrud Repair - $14.50; Arthur Companies - $41.25; Newman Signs - $238.37;  ERCU Visa - $474.02. WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,263.95; City of Fargo - $14.00; Otter Tail Power Company – $86.80; Cass Rural Water Users - $3,312.00; Arthur Companies - $110.00; ND One Call - $5.00.  HIGHWAY TAX FUND:  KRB Gravel - $1,375.00.  Motion by Erickson and second by Heidorn to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Nitschke announced that he is taking a new position with the Sheriff’s department and he introduced Deputy Shane Spieker as the City’s new liaison with the Sheriff’s Department.  The Council thanked Deputy Nitschke for his time and welcomed Deputy Spieker.  Deputy Spieker presented the monthly report for July and stated that there were four calls for service.
Justin Hall of Moore Engineering updated the Council on the following items:

1) Street Improvements – The Revised Engineer’s Report was presented to the Council.  The Water and sewer improvements were pulled from this and made a separate project.  Contingencies were dropped from 21% to 10%.  
2) The preliminary plan review has been tentatively scheduled for Thursday, August 11th at 9:00 a.m. at Moore Engineering.  Heidorn and Larck will be attending.
3) Gate Valve improvements – Suggested to write in that these improvements be done this fall.  Completion date about the middle of November.
4) Tentative Schedule:


Preliminary Plan Review with City Personnel: 8/11/16

City approval of plans:  8/29/2016 at 7 am (Special Council Meeting)

Bid Opening Date/Time: 9/15/2016 at 11:00 am at Page Auditorium

Award Date: 9/19/2016 at 7:00 am (Special Council Meeting)
Heidorn stated that we are still awaiting an estimated on the propane tank repairs at Lift Station.  Jet Way is scheduled to be here Tuesday to clear sanitary sewer lines in the two alleys located near the Funeral Home and Page Manor.  There was a request from Page Manor Housing for asphalt or paving in the alley and the parking areas bordering the street.  These areas are the responsibility of Page Manor Housing.

Gayland Baasch representing the local Senior Center was present at the meeting to let the Council know that there is an area on the sidewalk in front of the senior center that is a tripping hazard.  He stated that he should be able to repair this and requested permission to do so.  The Council stated that it was okay if Baasch wished to do these repairs for the Senior Center. The Auditor did state that repairs and maintenance of sidewalks are the responsibility of the property owners.
The rate increase by Cass Rural Water Users District was again addressed.  Motion by Bankers and second by Knott to raise the rate for excess gallons used by 75 cents bringing that rate to $5.50 per 1,000 gallons and to leave the base rate of $32.00 for 3,000 gallons as is.  Motion approved unanimously.

The Preliminary Budgets for the City and the Park District were reviewed.  Adoption of Final Budgets will be at the next City Council Meeting on Monday, September 12th at 7:00 a.m.

Heidorn stated that the old Park mower will be cleaned up, repaired and listed for sale.  Several alleys need to be smoothed out and the road grader is not appropriate for this task.  He has located a box scraper for the tractor for the price of $2,100.00.  Council approved the purchase of this item.  

There are also some intersections and alleys where trees have overgrown and need trimming.  Will look at calling for tree service for some of these areas.

The Street sweeper is still undergoing some repairs but Heidorn stated he hoped it would be operational soon.

Auditor Johnson and Council Member Bankers will be attending a seminar on Wednesday in Mapleton presented by the North Dakota Rural Water Systems Association regarding budgeting and setting rates for water and sewer systems.
The basketball court near the tennis court is in need of new nets, weeds need to be addressed and the benches need repairs also. Heidorn stated these items will be addressed.  

Past due Water and Sewer bills were reviewed.

The following items were also discussed:

1) A curb stop on a resident’s property has been damaged at some time (bent at a 45 degree angle) and will not be able to be used to turn off water at this time.  Repairs to this will be addressed at a later time.

2) Placement of propane tanks on residential lots was discussed.  Regulations will be searched to see the proper distance from street, etc.
3) The Auditor stated that the water in the Page Theater basement was tested and was confirmed that it is ground water.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, September 12 2016 at 7:00 a.m.  A special City Council meeting has been tentatively scheduled for Monday, August 29th at 7:00 a.m.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
