The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on August 14, 2017 at 7:00 a.m. with Heidorn, Erickson, Bankers and Nitschke present.  Mayor Larck was absent.  Justin Hall of Moore Engineering, Deputy Mortenson and one other guest were also present.  Council President Heidorn opened the meeting.
Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to approve the July minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $97.19; Waste Management (Park) - $97.05; Inter-Community Telephone - $53.13; John Deere Financial - $283.48; Payroll Taxes - $136.08; Otter Tail Power Co. - $817.61; Teresa Heidorn (Labor) - $210.00; Cass County Reporter - $44.88; Page Oil - $15.50; Galesburg Elevator - $360.62; ERCU Visa - $222.15 (Northern Tool - $35.00; Countryside Creations - $64.20; Menards - $122.95).  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,315.80;  Otter Tail Power Company – $131.39; Cass Rural Water Users - $4,215.58; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance) - $1,278.00; Payroll Taxes - $97.77; Ferguson WaterWorks - $138.25; City of Fargo - $14.00; ND One Call - $4.55;  ERCU Visa - $52.25 (Post Office).  Motion by Bankers and second by Nitschke to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
The following items were discussed:
1) Deputy Mortenson presented his report. There were 6 calls for service.
2) Justin Hall of Moore Engineering gave an update on the current Street Improvement Project and the Water & Sewer Improvement Project.  Substantial completion date is September 1st.  Should be ready for final payment on September 22nd.  Hall will be scheduling a walk through the end of this week or beginning of next with one or two Council members.  A punch list will be prepared by Moore Engineering and presented to the Council.  A couple valley gutters on JB James Avenue have been added to the project to correct some drainage issues and should be completed in the next couple weeks.  There is approximately $150,000 left in contingencies.  If there is any other work that the Council feels needs to be done with contingency money, let Moore Engineering know as soon as possible.  The following invoices were presented for approval and payment:

Contractor’s application for payment #5 – Bituminous Paving - $428,217.00.  Motion by Nitschke and second by Erickson to approve payment to Bituminous Paving in the amount of $428.217.00.  Motion carried unanimously.

Moore Engineering Invoice #16272 in the amount of $31,552.11.  Motion by Erickson and second by Bankers to approve payment of Invoice #16272 to Moore Engineering in the amount of $31,552.11.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Public Hearing with the Special Assessment Commission was held on Tuesday, July 25th.  There were no protests.  Some minor changes to a few legal descriptions were made.
The Public Hearing in front of the City Council is scheduled for Monday, September 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. just prior to the Page City Council Meeting to be held immediately following Public Hearing.  The regular City Council meeting time was changed from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. to accommodate the Public Hearing.
3) A resident was present at the meeting to ask the Deputy about some traffic issues.  There are some vehicles with out of state license plates that are owned by residents that have lived in Page for some time.  The Deputy stated that it is possible they may also still maintain an address in that state.  There is also some issues with residents driving with their license under suspension.  The Deputy advised that this issue along with other driving issues would need to be “caught” in the act of the violation.  Pictures of vehicles violating any traffic laws would assist deputies to be on the lookout for these vehicles.
4) Aaron Johnson, Environmental Health Practitioner at Fargo Cass Public Health was to be present at the meeting to present an update on Public Health nuisances in the City.  He was unable to attend and a report will be sent to the Council along with recommendations, etc.
5) A resignation letter from Mayor Larck has been received by the City Council.  Larck has purchased a home in Hope and is moving this month.  Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to accept the resignation from Mayor Larck and to nominate Council President Jim Heidorn as Acting Mayor until the next City election to be held in June of 2018.  Motion to elect Jim Heidorn as Acting Mayor carried unanimously.  Discussion was had on possibly appointing a Council member to fill the vacancy left with Heidorn as Acting Mayor.  Further discussion tabled until next meeting.
6) The 2018 City and Park Preliminary Budgets were reviewed.  No changes made at this time.  The adoption of the Final Budgets will be at the September Council Meeting scheduled for September 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

7) Fall Clean-Up Week is scheduled for October 13th – 19th.  There have been some requests for appliance disposal.  Heidorn stated that it is no longer allowed to dump ANY items by the City Shop and would like another notice to that effect be placed in the next City newsletter.  Erickson stated that he would attempt to pick up some items and haul in to salvage yard in the next couple weeks.  

8) The Auditor stated that she met with Mark L. Schlenvogt of the USDA Rural Development  on July 25th for a Compliance Review regarding nondiscrimination by recipients of financial assistance through USDA which is required since the City is a recipient of a loan and grant from USDA.  At that time it was determined that the City is in compliance.  Mr. Schlenvogt also assisted the City in developing and completing the Limited English Proficiency, Four-Factor Analysis and Language Access Plan (LAP) also required by USDA.  This was presented to the Council for their review.  Upon review the LAP was signed by Acting Mayor Jim Heidorn and will be forwarded to USDA.  
9) The Auditor reminded the Council that there is about 30 days left on the Burn Permit.  Erickson stated that he would go out to the dump ground today and do some burning.  Burning will probably need to be done again before the permit expires.

10) A letter was received from Cass Fargo Emergency Management stating that Cass County’s Multi Hazard Mitigation Plan expires on April 17, 2019 and an update process will begin soon. It was asked that we sign this letter of intent to participate in the Hazard Mitigation Plan update.  Upon discussion the Council agreed to again participate in the Hazard Mitigation Plan and update.  Acting Mayor Jim Heidorn signed the letter of intent and it will be forwarded to Cass Fargo Emergency Management.
11) The Cass County Tax Equalization Office has developed an assessment agreement for our jurisdiction detailing the yearly fee of $800.  The Council reviewed the Agreement and authorized Acting Mayor Heidorn to sign the agreement and forward to the Tax Equalization Office.
12) The Auditor stated that she has received the paperwork necessary to register for the 2020 Census Local Update of Census Addresses Operation (LUCA).  The Council agreed that it would be beneficial to participate in LUCA and authorized Acting Mayor Heidorn to sign registration form and return to Census Office.
13) The Auditor presented a draft of a Contract for Water, Sewer and Garbage Services that should be signed by new residents requesting service.  When meeting with USDA regarding the City’s compliance review a similar form was suggested by them. It was also suggested that a similar Form be developed to have current users sign so they are aware or rates and other terms. It was suggested that the Garbage Container serial numbers be added to each resident’s contract.  Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers to adopt this contract for new users with the addition of the garbage container serial number and to develop a contract for current users.  Motion carried unanimously.
14) A draft of a Rental Agreement for the Auditorium was also presented to the Council for their review.  Nitschke will review this agreement and develop a contract for the City’s use and present at the next Council meeting.  The City has not received a payment from the School for their use of the Auditorium for a couple years.  After discussion, a motion was made by Bankers and second by Erickson to send an invoice to the School for $1,200 for the 2016/2017 season and $1,500 for the 2017/2018 season.  Motion carried unanimously.
15) The Auditor stated that she has been working on updating the City’s ordinances and presented some samples of Junk and nuisance ordinances, etc. that other cities have adopted for the Council’s review.  Any suggestions should be forwarded to the Auditor.

16) A locate has been received by the City for locating water and sewer lines for a city resident on their property for the purpose of building a pole barn.  No building permit application has been received from this resident.  The property is zoned residential.

17) There is still a problem with a semi being parked on a city street.  This resident will be notified that this is not acceptable.    
18) The street sweeper was discussed.  Erickson will call Swanston to see if we could possibly get an estimate on fixing our current street sweeper and how cost effective it would be and also get estimates on any used street sweepers that may be available.
19) The siren at the Fire Hall was discussed.  The Fire Department will be asked if there is any way this could be repaired or replaced so we could once again have a working siren for tornado alerts, etc.

20) Motion by Nitschke and second by Bankers authorizing a donation from the City Sales Tax Fund in the amount of $1,500 to the Braden Dahl Scholarship Fund at Page School.  Motion carried unanimously.

21) Correspondence was reviewed.

22) Past Due water bills were reviewed.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, September 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
