The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on March 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. with Larck, Atkinson and Evert present.  Erickson and Knott were absent.  Bob Stevens, Deputy Matt Giddings and Brian Julius of Moore Engineering were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion made by Evert and second by Atkinson to approve the January minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion made by Atkinson and second by Evert to approve the February minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $158.50; Inter-Community Telephone - $89.21; Farm Plan - $1,679.79;  Bob Stevens - $204.01; Quality Bank - $131.70; Otter Tail Power Co. - $869.57; Galesburg Elevator - $388.85; New Century Press - $76.72; M&M Grocery - $5.02; Judy Johnson - $15.82; Dale Houkom Repair - $106.00; Page Airport Authority - $85.00.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,201.50;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Quality Bank - $258.60;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $287.46; Cass Rural Water Users - $2,156.25; Bob Stevens - $2.58.
Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to approve Auditor's Report and to pay the bills presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Deputy Giddings presented his report stating that February was a quiet month with only one call for service.  He stated that the Sheriff’s office is getting prepared for the expected spring flood.
The Auditor stated that as requested at the last meeting, she called Starion Bonds to see if early pay-off would be allowed and discovered that option is not available.  

Brian Julius from Moore Engineering was present to update the Council on the Sewer Re-lining Project and Rural Development grant.  Despite efforts to get the grant back to 75%, the grant will remain at 45%.  Various options were discussed on how to proceed with this project.  The council stated that they would like to keep the sewer rate increase around $10.00 and would also like to keep the Lagoon repairs in the project.  Julius stated that they will review the videos of the sewer lines again and identify the most crucial areas that are need of repair now so this project could be reduced and done in phases.  The original project is for about 40 blocks. It was discussed about reducing project to 10 to 15 blocks.  Motion made by Evert and second by Atkinson to authorize Moore Engineering to phase project reducing to 10-15 blocks, leaving lagoon repairs in, and work with USDA regarding grant and loan.  Motion carried unanimously.
Julius also gave the Council an update on the Water Tower project stating the City was awarded a Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $230,000 for this project.  Motion by Atkinson and second by Evert to authorize Moore Engineering to update the project and contract and preparing for bids.  Motion carried unanimously.  Anticipated start date for the project will be July.  Tower will be out of service for approximately five weeks.  Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to authorize Moore Engineering to place ads announcing project open for bids as soon as new contracts are prepared.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Atkinson and second by Evert to authorize Mayor Shane Larck to sign Engineering Contract with Moore Engineering.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion made by Atkinson and second by Evert to pass a resolution of sponsorship for the Water Tower Improvements project authorizing Mayor Shane Larck to apply to the North Dakota Division of Community Services for funding.  Motion carried unanimously.
The following items were also discussed:
1)  East ditch along JB James Avenue – watch carefully this spring for flooding.  May need to open culverts.

2)  Floor scrubber in auditorium not working.  Council approved getting this repaired as it is used almost weekly to care for auditorium floor.

3) Storm drains at intersection of Argus and 4th Street.  Specifically the northwest and southwest drains.  These need to be dug out and repaired as soon as spring arrives and thawing is done.  The northwest drain should be barricaded.  Barricades will be built and placed there as soon as possible.

4) Sealing cracks in streets will be done as soon as feasible this year.  There is enough crack sealer to get all the streets done.  About 5 people are needed to get this project done.

5) The tube behind the Auditorium inserted during repair of water break needs to be placed at ground level and capped.  
6) This summer all water shut-off valves will be cleaned and worked to make sure all are in working order so that the whole town does not have to be turned off when a problem occurs.

7) Updating city ordinances.

8) Repairing street by 10-plex that was tore up by water main break two years ago.  Discuss at next meeting.  

A suggestion was made to add $1.00 on each resident’s water & sewer bill for streetlights to help in defraying the city’s electrical expense.  Tabled until next meeting.

Correspondence was reviewed.  No action taken.

Past due water bills discussed. Shut off notices will be sent out to three accounts.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular council meeting will be Tuesday, April 12, 2011 immediately following the Tax Equalization Meeting which will begin at 6:00 pm.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor

