The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on May 12, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. with Heidorn, Dahl and Erickson present.  Knott arrived at 7:45 a.m.  Larck was absent.  Council Vice-President Heidorn opened the meeting.
Motion by Dahl and second by Erickson to approve the April minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $92.97; Inter-Community Telephone - $50.74; Farm Plan - $309.81; Payroll Taxes - $220.64; Otter Tail Power Co. - $905.90; Mac’s, Inc. - $28.49; Menard’s - $52.44; Post Office - $2.24; Gompf Displays - $423.20; M&M Grocery - $44.97; ND Insurance Dept. (Boiler Inspection) - $50.00; Accent Plumbing - $90.00; Cass County Reporter - $25.27;  Ihry Insurance (Park Mower) - $18.00.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,228.08; City of Fargo - $14.00; Payroll Taxes - $663.92; Otter Tail Power Company – $408.53; Cass Rural Water Users - $2,454.00; Cass County Reporter - $26.00; Ferguson Water Works - $23583; Jet-Way - $2,237.50; Wal-Mart - $83.25; Dakota Supply Group - $127.47 ND Dept. of Health (Laboratory Service) - $176.55.
Motion by Erickson and second by Dahl to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Items discussed:

1. Clean-up Week is in progress with the Roll-off dumpsters filling up rapidly. A fall clean-up week was discussed for late September or early October.  Last year it was held the second week in October.
2. The bids will be opened on the Storm Sewer & Gate Valve Improvement project at the Page City Auditorium on Thursday, May 15th at 11:00 a.m.

3. The Vanguard Appraisal System regarding Property Record Cards which was discussed at the Tax Equalization Meeting last month was reviewed again.  Motion by Erickson and second by Dahl to contact City Assessor Frank Klein to be put on the list for this appraisal system.  Motion carried unanimously.  Information regarding the system is attached hereto

4. Motion by Dahl and second by Erickson to designate the Cass County Reporter as the City’s official newspaper.
5. RV Park – Discussion was had regarding rates.  It was decided to leave rates the same as last year.  $20.00/day or $120.00/week.  No monthly rate.  

6. Otter Tail Power Company was on the agenda to discuss franchise but did not attend meeting.  

7. Waste Management – A representative from Waste Management will be at the meeting in June to discuss the number of dumpsters each resident has and the possibility of charging extra for more than one dumpster. The auditor stated that a card may be sent out with this month’s water bill for residents to place the serial number of each dumpster they have on this card and return to the auditor.  It was discussed that some residents do have two dumpsters, but only place the second one out maybe a couple times year.  This will be discussed further at next meeting.

8. The City owns a lot on 5th Street which ownership has been questioned by a resident on one side.  A letter will be sent to them stating ownership.  The resident on the other side may be interested in purchasing the property.  The status of the payment of taxes on the adjacent property is in question also.

9. The auditor was directed to set up account with Strata Corporation or Star Enterprises, a division of Strata Corporation, so gravel can be ordered through them.

10. The water line needs to be re-connected to Moore Liberty telephone building.  This was disconnected when water main break occurred last winter.  This will need to be dug up.  Kelvin Mack will be directed to contact Jerry’s Excavating to have this done and also fix the frozen water line at the one house which is still without water.
11. The auditor stated that Election Day is June 10th.  The organization meeting for the Council will be held on Monday, June 24th at 7:00 a.m.

12. Community Days is June 13 – 15.  Schedule attached.

13. Discussion was had regarding outhouses in Park. These will be removed.  Dahl will investigate the proper procedure for this and also research the possibility of having a Portable Outhouse put in the Park for the summer months.

14. The unkempt lawn at the Clinic near the Park was discussed.  Owner will be contacted about mowing this regularly or will be billed by City for the mowing and clean up.

15. Heidorn stated that the minutes have not been published and has received some comments on this matter.  The auditor stated that minutes will be published this week and will be done each month within a couple weeks of meeting.  They will also be placed on the City website.

16. Erickson stated that the Park Board President, Jessica Erickson, has stated the Park would like a cleanup day within the next couple weeks.  They will be looking for volunteer help.  Posters will be placed in local businesses, etc.  He also stated that the electrical panel at the lower diamond needs to be repaired.  Kelvin will be directed to call Hope Electric regarding this and to also check out wiring to light poles which will be removed.

17. Past Due water bills were reviewed.  Three shut off notices will be sent out.

18.  Sump pumps should now be placed outside and not draining into the City’s Sanitary Sewer System.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be Monday, June 9, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. 
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
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. Equalization meetings are to be held April 14, 2014 (2™ Monday in April).

. Agricultural land assessments increased 9% for 2014. The average value of agricultural
land for assessment purposes for Cass County will be about $1,000 per acre. Our county
average value is certified to us by the State Tax Department and is based on a production
model defined by statute.

. Generally speaking, residential and commercial assessments will need to be increased 5%-
10%, as sale prices have increased over the last few years.

. Local township and city assessors must now have property record cards for taxable agland,
commercial and residential property (see reverse side). This requirement does not apply to
exempt farm structures and exempt farm residences. All agland records were already
developed in 2012 in Cass County. At a minimum, the record must contain:

Parcel ID Number Legal Description

Application of Exemption and Type Property Owner Name

Property Owner Address Building story description
Building occupancy Property Address

Land and Building Value Building Age

Parcel Size Building Sketch and Photograph
Building Size

The record should include other items such as condition, quality of construction, room
count and amenities (see State Tax Department website).

. If your jurisdiction needs assistance, we may be able to find a contractor to assist you.

. Cass County may be willing to enter into a 50-50 cost share plan (local cost spread over 5
years) to have Vanguard Appraisal Systems reappraise the entire jurisdiction. Cost to the
township would be about $75 per improved residential and about $150 per improved
commercial. Industrial sites such as an elevator would be about $1,300. Cass County has
already purchased the Vanguard appraisal system and it may be advantageous to the
county and township to revalue the property at this time.

. It would appear that the education requirements for local assessors may be increased in the
future.

. Director of Equalization performance is being more closely scrutinized.
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Assessment officials now have
available three Property Records to
consider using for recording each
parcel of taxable property in their
jurisdiction.

The three property records are for
agricultural, commercial, and
residential property. To ensure easy
access to these records, the Tax De-
partment is hosting the records on
our web site at www.nd.gov/iax/
property/forms.

County, city, and township
assessors, the North Dakota Town-
ship Officers Association and the
Tax Department worked together to
identify and develop the minimum
requirements for each property
record.

The goal was to design a useful
tool that assessors could consider
using in order to meet the state
requirement for recording each
parcel of taxable property.

The group also wanted to create a
record that could be saved and used
in an electronic or paper
format. Previously, property records
could consist of a few random hand-
written notes on piece of
paper. That format is no longer
acceptable.

The resulting property records are
simply a resource to ensure the core
elements as set out by the State
Supervisor of Assessments are
recorded.

The team recognized that some
assessment officials might have a
robust property record system in
place, others might not.

Those assessors with 2 more
developed property record system
will likely not need to use these new
property records.

However, for those assessors who
do not have access to an automated

‘Property Records for Assessment Officials

system, they might want to consider
using the new property records.

The property records may be in
electronic or paper form and must
contain certain information to
document data that affects property
valuation.

This also helps ensure consistency
throughout a jurisdiction, whether
the jurisdiction is a township, city,
or county. Keep in mind that the
County Tax Director must retain the
property records for townships and
cities in which the population is less
than 5,000.

While there is certain information
that is standard for each type of
record, such as the parcel identifica-
tion number, property classification
and legal description, there are also
differences between the records
depending upon the type of

property.

So, if you decide to use these
records, be sure to use the correct
record when completing the
information.

The records are in a fillable PDF
format. You can download and save
these records to your com-
puter. And, you can choose to
complete the records using your
computer or handwrite the
information.

For more information, please visit
the Tax Department web site at
www.nd.gov/tax or contact the
Property Tax Division at 877-328-
7088, option 6.

Other forms available online are:

Application for Disabled Veteran
Property Exemption, Application
for Farm Residence Exemption,
Application for Mobile Homes for
County Registration, and other
important information including
Homestead Credit Tax Application
and brochure.

Cory Fong, Tax Commissioner

GrassRoots Report newsletter
not handy when you need it?
Go to www.ndtoa.com to find
information and websites for the
following:

¢ Officers and Directors

" Intormation
+ Calendar of Events
The GrassRoots Report
Newsletter
The Officer’s Handbook
Workshop Information
Discussion Forums
How to Access the ND
Century Code
North Dakota Insurance
Reserve Fund (NDIRF)
Legislative Updates
Zoning Ordinances
Technical Assistance
Contractor Services
NDTOA Dues
Taxes and more!
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All this information in one place:

www.ndtoa.com
Check it out today!




