The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on March 14, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. with Larck, Heidorn, Dahl and Knott present.  Erickson was absent.  Justin Hall and Brandon Oye of Moore Engineering, Deputy Brad Nitschke and 5 other guests were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion by Knott and second by Dahl to approve the February minutes. Motion carried unanimously.
The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $92.94; Inter-Community Telephone - $52.05; John Deere Financial (formerly Farm Plan) - $1,035.74; Payroll Taxes - $1189.95; Otter Tail Power Co. - $934.19; Jim Heidorn (City Maintenance, etc.) - $914.13; Cass County Reporter - $312.40; Office of the State Auditor - $200.00; Galesburg Elevator - $229.48; ERCU Visa - $680.70. WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,263.95; City of Fargo - $14.00; Otter Tail Power Company – $292.15; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,780.00; Ferguson Waterworks. - $435.80; Judy Johnson (W&S Labor) - $375.00; ND One Call - $2.10; ERCU Visa - $596.52.  HIGHWAY TAX FUND:  Valley City Public Works – $350.00; CLM Services - $522.50.  Motion by Heidorn and second by Knott to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

The following items were discussed:

STREET IMPROVEMENTS: 
The second Public Informational Meeting was held on February 29th with good attendance.  Moore Engineering presented the results of the Input Questionnaire mailed out to city property owners.  Of the 35 questionnaires returned:  Option A (Now) – 17; Option B (Now) – 9; Neither A or B (Now) – 2; Option A (Later) – 0; Option B (Later) – 3; Neither A or B (Later) – 3; Never – 1.  Mary Ann Hammer, a resident of Page, presented a Petition signed by 44 residents representing 28 households stating “We the undersigned in the City of Page, North Dakota, Cass County protest Option A and Option B Preliminary project.  We feel there is a better solution, many streets are in good shape.”  Of those households, 9 have previously submitted their questionnaires with the following: Option A (Now) – 1; Option B (Now) – 3; Option B (Later) – 3; Neither A or B (Later) – 1; Never – 1.  A lengthy discussion followed with no other solutions offered.  It was widely agreed that it will be a very expensive project, but streets do need to be repaired whether now or later at a possibly higher cost.  Brooks Whitmore stated that he would like to see the alley re-paved at the Page Manor Housing and also the off street parking.  He stated also that the culvert on the south end of May Avenue needs to be lowered.  After much discussion, it was decided to proceed with the bidding process as this commits the City only to the engineering fees and not to the entire project.  Motion by Heidorn and second by Knott to direct Moore Engineering to prepare detailed plans and specifications for Street Improvement District 2016-1 (Citywide Street Resurfacing).  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Dahl and second by Knott to pass a resolution to create a Water and Sewer Improvement District No. 2016-2 for gate valve replacement.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Heidorn and second by Dahl to direct Moore Engineering to prepare Engineer’s Report on Water and Sewer Improvement District No. 2016-2. Motion carried unanimously.
SALES TAX INCREASE:

The auditor stated that the Sales Tax Department did not approve the revised Sales Tax Ordinance raising the sales tax to 2% as the original ordinance which was adopted in 2005 needs to be updated.  Therefore, a new ordinance has been drafted repealing the former sales tax ordinance and re-creating Chapter 1, Article 6 regarding Sales and Use Tax of the revised ordinances of the City of Page.  The First Reading of Ordinance No. 2016-3 was done with the following possible change in the ordinance.  The present sales tax ordinance has the provision for a Maximum Tax.  The auditor stated that the sales tax department informed her that many cities, when raising their sales tax, have removed this provision.  The Council would like more clarification on this.  The Auditor will check into this and have information for the Council at the Second Reading.  Motion by Dahl and second by Knott to approve the first reading of the Sales Tax Ordinance No. 2016-3 except for clarification needed as stated above and to have the Second Reading and final passage of ordinance on Monday, March 21st at 7:00 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
COMMUNITY CLUB:

Marvin Thorson and Brooks Whitmore, representing the Page Community Club were present at the meeting to inform the Council that they are looking to contract for a Modified Tractor and Pick-up Pull for this year’s Community Days and are looking for a location.   The south end of the lower baseball field beyond the fence was suggested by the Community Club.  The track would run east/west.  Clay would be brought in to form the track.  The Council had no objection to this location as long as it will be maintained or track removed if it would not be a yearly event.  Motion by Dahl and second by Knott to approve this location with the provision of making sure that this does not become an eyesore after the event and is maintained properly if tract is left in place for future events. Motion carried unanimously.  

Marvin stated that the Community Club is also looking at replacing the sign on the edge of town listing businesses and have been talking with various businesses regarding this.  Each business will be charged for their inclusion on this sign.  It has also been discussed about having lighting for the sign.  The Council agreed that the City could contribute some amount to this project.  This will be decided once the project is finalized.  

TAX EQUALIZATION MEETING:

The Tax Equalization Meeting will be held on Monday, April 11 at approximately 8:00 a.m. following the City Council Meeting.

CLEAN-UP WEEK:

Clean-up Week is scheduled for May 8 – 14.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Mayor Larck stated that he has been contacted by Marty Johnson of Horace who is running for a position on the County Commission.  He has some ideas of re-districting he would like to present if elected and would like to discuss this with city residents.  He will be arranging a “meet and greet” possibly to be held at the Page Café.
Heidorn stated that there have been problems with the Auditorium door not being closed properly and lights being left on and ceiling fans turned off, etc. after Auditorium is used for different events.  It was suggested that a letter be sent regarding these issues or procedures posted on how to close up properly.

Possible repairs on street sweeper was discussed.  Heidorn will call Swanston Equipment to see if we could get them to come out and give us an estimate on what repairs need to be done and how much it would cost.  If this is going to be too costly, it was suggested we look into possibly leasing a street sweeper or look into the possibility of contracting street sweeping.  

The Council approved the purchase of a pressure washer at the cost of approximately $500.00.

Knott questioned whether the City has a Noise Ordinance.  The Auditor stated that there is a City Noise Ordinance with the hours between 11:00 pm and 7:00 am stated as the time excessive noise should be avoided.  The Auditor will provide him with a copy of this ordinance.
The Council also has become concerned about a few residential yards that have become very cluttered with junk, etc. Letters and pictures will be sent to these residents.  A resident will also be asked to move his RV further off the street as it makes snow removal difficult.

Past Due Water and Sewer accounts were reviewed.  Seven disconnect notices and two past due notices will be sent out on March 14th
Knott suggested that the City contract with Vector Control this year for Mosquito control.  The Council agreed and will contact Vector Control.
There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, April 11, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. with the Tax Equalization Meeting following at 8:00 a.m.  
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
A Special Meeting of the Page City Council was held on March 21, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. with Larck, Heidorn, Dahl and Knott present.  Erickson was absent.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.

The Second Reading of the updated Sales Tax Ordinance with the provision of a Maximum Tax of $50.00 included was done.  Motion by Knott and second by Dahl to approve the Sales Tax Ordinance as read.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Knott and second by Dahl to approve request from R&J’s Front Page Lounge to have a Beer Garden at the Modified Tractor Pull to be held during Page Community Days.  Motion carried unanimously.

Judy L. Johnson

City Auditor

