The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on March 11, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. with Larck, Atkinson, Knott and Heidorn present.  Erickson was absent. Sarah Nyhus of Ohnstad Twichell, Deputy Thompson, Kelvin Mack and one other guest were also present. Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $90.62; Inter-Community Telephone - $50.12; Farm Plan - $1,586.46; Payroll Taxes - $215.00; Otter Tail Power Co. - $974.25;  Galesburg Elevator - $376.92; Mac’s Hardware - $27.57; ND Ins. Dept. (Boiler Inspection ) - $90.00.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,228.08; City of Fargo - $14.00; Payroll Taxes - $617.36;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $409.21; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,642.00;  Ferguson Water Works - $63.10;  ERCU Visa (Kelvin’s Water School Expenses) - $450.62; ND Rural Water Systems Assoc. (dues) - $200.00.
Motion by Atkinson and second by Heidorn to approve Auditor’s report and to pay the bills presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Deputy Thompson presented his report.  Only three calls for service in February with two of them being in the rural area. 
Sarah Nyhus of Ohnstad Twichell updated the Council on the Punton building. The roof is scheduled to be inspected on March 19th.  The structural engineer will also be present for that inspection.  There should be a progress report on the roof by the next council meeting.  The Council is still firm on the deadline of May 1st to have repairs and clean-up completed.

An e-mail was received by Tom Klabunde of Moore Engineering updating the Council on the progress for the generator.  The plans and specs have been completed and submitted to USDA Rural Development for their review.  It is hoped that they can plan to solicit contractors and bid the project before the next Council Meeting.  A tentative bid date has been set for March 29th.

Motion by Knott and second by Heidorn to pass a resolution approving the Plans and Specs for Permanent Standby Generator at the Sanitary Sewer Lift Station contingent upon approval from USDA Rural Development.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Atkinson and second by Knott to pass a resolution authorizing Moore Engineering to solicit for bids for Permanent Standby Generator at the Sanitary Sewer Lift Station contingent upon approval from USDA Rural Development.  Motion carried unanimously.
The invoice has been received for the John Deere Tractor in the amount of $62,233.38.  Motion by Heidorn and second by Knott to pass a resolution authorizing the Mayor and Auditor to execute necessary paperwork with Quality Bank for a loan for this purchase.  Motion carried unanimously. 
A resident was present at the meeting to request a change in the City’s ordinances to allow residents to keep chickens for egg laying purposes.  A lengthy discussion was had regarding this.  Ordinances from several other cities were presented by the resident for the Council’s review.  It was decided to limit the number of chickens to four.  Motion by Atkinson and second by Knott to contact City Attorney to develop an ordinance for this.  The Ordinance will be presented to the public for approval as soon as possible.  Motion carried with Atkinson and Knott voting yes and Heidorn abstaining..

A discussion was had on the possibility of getting a grant to build a new Shop to store maintainer, tractor and other large items.  ELMR (a consolidation of four townships) had expressed interest at one time to assist the City in building a shop in Page in order to house their grader also.  They will be approached to see if there is still an interest.  A conservative estimate of $100,000 was determined to be the approximate cost of this building depending on size, etc.  Motion by Atkinson and second by Heidorn  to authorize Mayor Larck to contact a Grant Writer to see if we could find some grants to assist in this project.
Correspondence was reviewed.

Past due Water & Sewer bills were reviewed with one notice of shut off to be sent.

The Tax Equalization Meeting is scheduled for April 9th.  It was decided to have the City Council Meeting immediately following the Tax Equalization Meeting.  Frank Klein will be contacted to see if he could make the meeting at 8:00 in the morning; otherwise, the meeting will be scheduled for Tuesday, April 9 at 6:00 pm with the City Council Meeting to follow immediately after.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned. 
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
