A Public Hearing was held on Monday, July 14, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. to obtain citizen views and to respond to questions pertaining to the two applications for CDBG grants sponsored by the City of Page.  (1) Grant for $201,473 to assist with the construction costs associated with a storm sewer project. (2) Grant for $73,572 to assist with the construction costs associated with rehabilitating the public housing operated by the Page Housing Authority.  Mayor Larck, Council Members Knott, Heidorn, Dahl and Erickson were present and Amber Schaan of Lake Agassiz Development Group was also present.  Mayor Larck opened the hearing.  No questions were raised regarding the projects.  Ms. Schaan stated that hopefully the State will release the funds by the end of July so construction may be started by first or second week of August.  Mayor Larck closed the hearing at 7:15 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on July 14, 2014 at 7:15 a.m. with Larck, Knott, Heidorn, Dahl and Erickson present.  Tom Klabunde and Justin Hall of Moore Engineering and Kelvin Mack were also present.   Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
The Oath of Office was administered to returning Council Member Matthew Erickson.

Motion by Heidorn and second by Knott to approve the June minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $92.70; Inter-Community Telephone - $51.26; Farm Plan - $450.02; Payroll Taxes - $598.20; Otter Tail Power Co. - $688.24; Wal-Mart - $9.50; KRB Gravel - $3,960.00; Arthur Companies - $211.25.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,217.77; City of Fargo - $14.00; Payroll Taxes - $663.92; Otter Tail Power Company – $186.42; Cass Rural Water Users - $3,060.00;  ND One Call - $14.30; Dale Houkom Repair - $358.00; Jet-Way - $847.00; Team Laboratory - $608.00.  Motion by Knott and second by Erickson to approve Auditor’s Report and pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Items discussed:
1. Moore Engineering was present to update the Council on the Storm Sewer & Gate Valve Improvement Project. Council Members received a Progress Report handout and also agenda and report of the Pre-Construction Meeting held July 9th.  We are still awaiting release of funds from the State.  This will hopefully occur by the end of July so construction can begin the first or second week of August.  The Gate Valves located near the school will be addressed first so school will not be disrupted when construction begins.  Notices will be sent out to residents once construction begins to advise when water will be turned off and how long it will be off.
2. Heidorn asked Moore Engineering’s opinion on what could be done with the East ditch as there is always water standing in it which creates mosquito and cattail problems.  Would a lift station to pump the ditch out be advisable?  Tom Klabunde stated this would certainly solve the problem and would look into costs for such a project and perhaps the City could qualify for a CDBG grant next summer for this project.

3. Problems with lots not getting mowed by owners of property were discussed.  Owners will be advised that if lawns are not kept up, the City will mow the property and a charge of $100.00 will be charged.  It was advised that pictures be taken of the lots in question.

4. A lengthy discussion was had regarding Mosquito spraying.  Knott explained that spraying for adult mosquitos is inefficient.  Mosquito dunks are placed in standing water to kill larvae which is more efficient.  It was suggested that perhaps the City could spray at least once a week for adult mosquitos and continue program to control larvae.  Additional spraying will be done for special events in Park such as the Farmers Market.  Justin Knott will also prepare an article for the City Newsletter regarding the control of mosquitos and what the City is doing and what residents themselves can do.
5. Dahl asked Mack if Street sweeper is working.  Mack stated that there is a problem with hydraulic but can be used.  He was advised to call Swanston Equipment to see if this could be repaired so it could be used more effectively.

6. A questions was raised whether or not the old Park Mower is being used.  Mack stated it is used occasionally but there is a problem with a belt.  It was decided if the mower is not used at all that perhaps it should be sold.

7. Appointment of Park Board members was discussed.  Jessica Erickson was re-appointed to the Park Board at the Council Organization Meeting held June 24th.  After discussion, Teresa Heidorn was appointed to the Park Board by the Council.  The Council advised the Park Board and Council Member Justin Dahl to find one more member for the Park Board and advise the Council accordingly.

8. A couple of residents would like to have their meters checked out as they seem to be using more water than usual.  Kelvin Mack stated that one meter was replaced recently but will check it again and also would look at the other meter also.

9. Past date water bills were discussed.

10. Correspondence was reviewed.  

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 a.m.  The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, August 11, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. 
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
