The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on August 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. with Larck, Atkinson, Erickson, Knott and Evert all present.  Bob Stevens, Deputy Giddings, Tim of H&H Coatings and Brian Julius of Moore Engineering were also present.  Two other guests were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion by Evert and second by Knott to approve the July minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $87.96; Inter-Community Telephone - $89.58; Farm Plan - $270.41;  Bob Stevens - $9.85; Payroll Taxes - $168.98; Otter Tail Power Co. - $809.55;  New Century Press - $74.34; Judy Johnson - $53.16; Fargo Tractor - $119.24.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,201.50;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Payroll Taxes - $261.20;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $165.08; Cass Rural Water Users - $2683.13; Ferguson Water Works - $24.49; Bob Stevens - $2.73; Cass County Reporter - $44.00; New Century Press - $64.40; ND One Call - $1.30; Arthur Companies - $605.75.
The Auditor stated that the amount currently being deposited to the Water Tower Savings Account will be increased due to the reserve amount required by the DWSRF Loan for water tower improvements.  The amount currently being deposited to the Lagoon Account will be discontinued as it meets the reserve amount required and this loan will be paid off next year.

Motion by Knott and second by Evert to approve Auditor's Report and to pay the bills presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Deputy Giddings gave his monthly report stating that not much progress has been made on apprehending those responsible for the vandalism done during Community Days weekend.  He also announced that he will be transferred soon to another community and it appears we will have two deputies that will be our liaison with the Sheriff’s Department.  They will rotate their attendance at City Council meetings.  There is a Bike Safety Class tonight at the school for all ages.  

A resident was present at the meeting to ask what the procedure would be to vacate the alley behind his residence.  The auditor furnished him with the procedure the State requires.  Locates would have to be done for the area and easements investigated.  Larck stated that he would talk with Frank Klein about any other procedures needed to be done and Brian of Moore Engineering stated he could email the auditor with more information also.  

Brian Julius of Moore Engineering stated that we should receive the award letter this week regarding the Water Tower Grant.  Motion by Atkinson and second by Evert authorizing Mayor Larck to execute all construction contracts regarding the water tower improvements.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Evert and second by Knott to pass a resolution for have the Mayor and Auditor sign all paperwork that will be received regarding the DWSRF loan regarding the water tower improvement project.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Evert and second by Erickson to approve the Engineer’s Estimated Cost of Water Tower Improvement Project and Moore Engineering’s invoice for their work on this project contingent upon funding coming through.  Motion carried unanimously.

The former completion date for the water tower project was August 19th.  This date will be revised and contracts will be amended.  Once the project begins the water tower will be emptied and the town will be using only what comes in through Cass Rural Water. Notices will be placed in local businesses notifying residents to restrict water usage during this period.

The Sewer Rehabilitation Project grant has been approved and paperwork will be arriving soon.  This project will be held off until spring.  The bidding will be in January or February.  This project will cover approximately 10 to 13 blocks.

The Pre-Construction meeting will be scheduled as soon as we receive the award letter on the grant.  Tim from H&H Coatings presented the Council with a  copy of letter he has sent to residents living in the area around the Water Tower letting them know of the project and asking permission to use parts of their property for supplies, etc.  He also states that their property will be put back in shape when project is done.

Tony Erickson of Mytown Storage was present at the meeting with an offer to purchase land in the city for the purpose of building storage units.  Motion by Evert and second by Erickson to sell Parcel #05-0400-01338-000 to Mytown Storage for the amount of $500.00.  The legal description of the parcel is 31-143-54, Lot 1 of SW ¼ unplatted land.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Renaissance Zone was again discussed briefly.  A Strategic Plan would be need to be developed.  It was discussed that when the Page Betterment Corporation was started that a Strategic Plan was developed at that time.  Further discussion regarding the Renaissance Zone was tabled until more information could be gathered.

The Page Development Corporation has informed the Council that they would like to proceed with the condemnation of the property on Morton Avenue.  Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to proceed with this condemnation with the backing of the Page Development Corporation.  Motion carried unanimously.  Larck stated that he would advise the City Attorney to begin the condemnation process.

The City Landfill was recently inspected by the State and no problems were discovered.  A burn permit will be issued.

The drains at the intersection of 4th Street and Argus Avenue are in very bad shape.  We will need to have an engineer look at them and get estimates for what needs to be done to repair them.

Past due water bills were discussed and shut-off notices will be sent to three accounts.  
There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular council meeting will be Monday, September 12, 2011 at 6:00 pm.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor
