The regular meeting of the Page City Council was held on April 12, 2011 at 6:15 p.m. with Larck, Atkinson, Knott, Erickson and Evert present.  Bob Stevens and two other guests were also present.  Mayor Larck opened the meeting.
Motion made by Evert and second by Erickson to approve the March minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Auditor's report was given and the following bills presented for approval:
GENERAL FUND:  Waste Management - $82.10; Inter-Community Telephone - $89.17; Farm Plan - $172.42;  Bob Stevens - $121.90; Quality Bank - $131.70; Otter Tail Power Co. - $977.51; Galesburg Elevator - $379.24; New Century Press - $204.88; M&M Grocery - $5.50; Judy Johnson - $104.23; Office of the State Auditor  $200.00; Shane Larck - $10.48.  WATER & SEWER:  Waste Management - $1,201.50;  City of Fargo - $14.00; Quality Bank - $258.60;  Otter Tail Power Co. – $284.33; Cass Rural Water Users - $1,702.50; Bob Stevens - $112.69; ND One Call - $1.30; Johnson Trenching - $2,139.00.
Motion by Evert and second by Knott to approve Auditor's Report and to pay the bills presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS:
The following items were discussed:

1) Streetlight Fee – No action taken.

2) 1st Street repair – Will be fixed with concrete in June or July.

3) Ditch drainage new landfill and lagoon was discussed.  Should dig out ditch near lagoon so flows north instead of south.  The surrounding landowners should also be contacted.  

4) Abandoned building on Morton Avenue and 2nd Street was discussed.  Duane Dows and Stephen Thompson of the Page Development Corporation were present at the meeting to make a proposal to the City of possible condemnation of the building.  The Development Corporation will share in the cost of condemnation or possible purchase of the property. A meeting should be arranged with the owner of the property and present him with three options: a) Uncontested condemnation; b) Contested condemnation; c) Or sell to the City for a reasonable cost.  Legal fees for an uncontested condemnation could be $2,000 to $5,000.  It is estimated that tearing down the building would be an additional $5,000 to $8,000.  Motion by Evert and second by Atkinson to move forward with this and approach owner with options and authorizing Shane Larck and Duane Dows to negotiate with the owne
5)  The Page School has again offered their old scoreboards to the city at no cost for use in the City Auditorium.  After discussion, it was decided to turn down the offer.

6) Repair of the gutter drains at 4th Street and Argus Avenue.  Both drains should be barricaded immediately and will coordinate repairs to be done the same time as the 1st Street repairs in June or July.

NEW BUSINESS:

The following items were discussed:

1)  The Lift Station pumps are running almost continuously.  The State will be called to get permission to drain lagoon cells.  Sump pump notices will be posted reminding residents to drain sump pumps outside and not into the sanitary sewer system.

2) A request was made to take a demolished house to the City Landfill and they would also like to use May Avenue to exit the city with large dump trucks.  Both requests were denied by the Council.

3) Discussion was had on possibly replacing yield signs with stop signs at the intersection of 4th Street and May Avenue.  It was decided to leave signs as is.

4)  An offer to purchase the City’s old Ford pickup has been received.  Motion by Knott and second by Evert to accept $200.00 for the pickup.  Motion carried unanimously.

5) A resident’s responsibility for water loss due to damaged water pipes in the resident’s home was discussed and it was decided the resident must pay for this loss but will be given the option to pay in installments

6) Clean-up Week will be May 8th – 14th.  Two 30 yard roll-off dumpsters will be ordered and placed near the old Clinic by the RV Park.  Clean up day for the Park will be May 7th.  
OTHER BUSINESS:

Stevens stated that the Case Tractor will need to be replaced soon.  This will be tabled until estimates can be gotten for a replacement.

An organization of five townships (ELMER) has approached the City about possibly sharing the cost of storing their blade and the City’s maintainer in building located in town.  This was tabled until further information could be gathered on where this building would be located and other costs involved.

Larck stated that Scott Erickson has approached him regarding possibly putting some storage units in Page as he has done in Hope.  It was suggested by him that the City may want to enact a Renaissance Zone Ordinance.  Larck stated that he will look over the information regarding this and get copies to the Council to review also.  This was tabled until next month.

Correspondence was reviewed.  No action taken.

Past due water and sewer bills were reviewed.  Shut-off notices will be sent to four accounts.  

The May Council meeting will be May 9th.

There being no further business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular council meeting will be Monday, May 9, 2011 at 6:00 pm.
Judy L. Johnson
City Auditor

